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Synopsis

In recent years, Islamic law, or Shari’a, has been appropriated as a tool of modernity in the Muslim
world and in the West and has become highly politicised in consequence. Wael Hallag's magisterial
overview of Shari’a sets the record straight by examining the doctrines and practices of Islamic law
within the context of its history, and by showing how it functioned within pre-modern Islamic
societies as a moral imperative. In so doing, Hallaq takes the reader on an epic journey tracing the
history of Islamic law from its beginnings in seventh-century Arabia, through its development and
transformation under the Ottomans, and across lands as diverse as India, Africa and South-East
Asia, to the present. In a remarkably fluent narrative, the author unravels the complexities of his
subject to reveal a love and deep knowledge of the law which will inform, engage and challenge the

reader.
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Customer Reviews

"This masterpiece, to which Wael Hallaq brings the full force of his unparalleled knowledge of the
Shari’a...supplies a riveting account of the history of Islamic legal institutions and doctrines, as well
as the lived experience of the law. His discussions... mark the coming to full fruition of a new and
compelling paradigm in Islamic legal studies. This book promises to be the seminal work in the field
for many years to come." - Judith E. Tucker, Professor of History and Director, Academic Programs
in Arab Studies, Georgetown University"A work of deep learning and great theoretical
sophistication, yet highly accessible, this book offers an unrivaled introduction to the Islamic legal

tradition. The moral underpinnings of the law have never before been highlighted more clearly or in



such varied social and political contexts. Hallag’'s portrayal of how the Shari’a has come to be
imagined in the modern world and the transformative impact of the nation-state on all facets of
Islamic law brings new perspectives to the study of colonial and post-colonial societies, Muslim
politics, and modern Islamic thought." - Muhammad Qasim Zaman, author of The Ulama in
Contemporary Islam"Hallaq has built a new contribution upon [earlier] foundations, however, the
most important of which is the charting of a new trajectory for Islamic legal studies that is both
deeply engaged with social science theoretical projects and sharply aware of the implications of the
academic study of Islamic law for contemporary politics." Canadian Journal of History, 1za Hussin,

University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Wael Hallag’s magisterial overview of Shari’a examines the doctrines and practices of Islamic law
from the seventh century to the present. In a compelling narrative, the author unravels the
complexities of his subject to reveal a deep knowledge of the law which will engage and challenge

both student and scholar.

an essential book to read for all scholars and activists. it is comprehensive, makes complicated

knowledge very accessible and shows how modern muslims are ignorant of their own history

This complex text takes a careful read to fully digest the nuances and debates about Islamic law,
but the time taken is fully rewarded. Hallaqg carefully parses the evolution of Shari’a across different
schools and historical periods, showing it to be dynamic and capable of adopting to changing

conditions.

It is a good book on Sharia Law, though somewhat heavy reading and lots of it. | would have liked it

in Hardcover,but | guss it was never printed in Hardcover.
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